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HE 8 r 
the following Pſalms, appears by 
the Title of them to be Praiſe and 


Thpanleſ giving, and it is likely they 


were e by David, to be ſung at di- 


vine Service on ſome of the more ſolemn Fe- 


fivals. Several of theſe. were obſerved in 
the Fewijb Church, and the Deſign of thoſe 
 Anaiverlary Praiſes was to re-mind a forget- 


tente, of the Kind and ſignal Interpoſals of 
Boovadence'an.their behalf, to excite in them 


guently 


ful Prople, prone 15. Ingratitude and Diſcon- 


à more lirely Senſe of che Mercies conferred, 
* the Happineſs they enjoyed, and conſe. 
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quently a more earneſt and zealous Concern 
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1. for the Continuance' of R 
'Whae particular Deliveranocs" lm 
refers o in the Text, it ig not very eafy 40 

know, nor material to enquire; that David 
and Iſrael had received a great many, we 
learn from hoh y Writ, and it is the Duty of 
true Piet to aſcribe all ſuch to an over: ruling 
Providence. But there are ſome Preſerva- 
tions in which che Arm of the Almighty is 


more apparently, viſible, as When great Pan- 


truly and properly enough be ſaid of this 


gers are eſcaped, which came unexpected, 
and unprovided againſt, or elfe in ſo over- 
bearing and terrible a manner, as to be, tho? 


een, yet in human 3 by na- 
tural Means 4arreſiftible. 


It js. certain that the Words bafore us are 
very applicable to the · Nature of thoſe Mer- 
eies for -whieh the Tribes of our Ifrael are 
this Day aſſembled and met together to fe- 
turn Praiſe to God. For Whether we. regand 
the Greatneſs of the Dangers MWhete with awe 
Were encompaſſad, the hopaleſs Condition we 
were in while e lay ſurrounded with rhem, 
or the ſurpriſing and unexpected Preſer vation 
where with we were reſcueil, it may very 
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8 A Sm prodefit before the!" 
our Civil Rights, * to caſlave- our Cane 
ſeiences. Kon aa 
It was the Unhappine of the Chuitian | 
Church to continue but a Hort 
Time, and aſter a few Centuries to be pot- 
ted with falfe Doctrines and fuperſtitious 
Practices, by the help of which, and a Sue- 
ceſſian of many dark Ages, the Rande Pre- 
te found Means to aggrandize Himſelf, af- 
fuming the Style and Title of Chriſt's Vicar 


General upon Earth; boaſting of an infallible 
Spirit and an uncontrollable Power, and 
2 an 1 pw 2 8 0 9 all 


| | . M 
And this uſurped Authority was Di impe- 
zionlly execited;-its Encreachments became 
at length fo. exorbitant, and its Tyranny fo 
mſufferable, that in the 16th Century ſeve- 
ral Kingdoms and States, for the Reforma- 
non of Religion and'the' reſc "their Civil 
Rights, were obliged to throw off the Yoke 1 
of his pretended Holineſs; to renounce his 
liction, and affert their own 6 21 75 
e ical as 
From which Time a cfuel Spirit of Re- 
* has with py Hatred * 
0 
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E all, 45 the 1 eſt ery of the 
Goſpel, and ableſt Defender of the Faith, 
the Brizifh Church andi Nation, and all kinds 
of Exils which the Craft. and. Subtilty of 
the Devil or Man could invent have been 
formed againſt them. Many were the Ar 
tempts of the Emiſſaries of Darkneſs to re- 
ſtore their fallen Empire, they 'waded thro 
A Sea of the Blood of our holy Martyrs, 
and by their repeated Conſpiracies made the 
Crown, for ſeyeral Reigns, totter upon the 
Heads of our reforming Princes; but being 
Kill unſucceſsful, and wearjed with Diſap- 
pointments, and fired with a, deſperate Rage, 
they projected at laſt ſuch an Enterprize as 
Would make ſure Work, and would not need 
to be repeated, by deſtroying, as was intend- 
ed, at one Blaſt, the Royal Family, the No- 
bles of the Land, the Fathers of the Church, 

vat the Repreſentatives of the Whole Na- 
„all at once. So little did the blind 

3 Zeal of theſe pretended Diſci- 
a gf the Goſpel ſuffer them to conſider 
what Spirit. they were f,; that the Wrath of 
Man worketh not the Righteouſs neſs of God, a nd 
that aur Lord and Maſter came not into the 
York Wl to de etre. Mens Lives, but to ſave, them 

B T he 
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The other Deliverance which we alſo this 
Day commemorate, was of a much later 
date, and of a differegt kind, i. e not from 
a ſecret and clandeſtine Plot, but from open 
Popiſh Tyranny and Arbitrary Power. For 
when the Councils of Rome had pofleſſed 
themſelves of. our - Supreme Authority, and 
with an eager Impatience endeavoured to 
deſtroy the Purity of our Sion and the Peace 
and Freedom of our Jeruſalem; when the 
Statutes of our Realm were vacated by a 
diſpenſing Power, our Nurſeries of Learn- 
ing converted into Poptſh Seminaries, and 
NMaſs-· Houſes erected in our Cities, and all 
this carried on with an high Hand, and 
fupported in Defiance of our Conſtitution by 
an illegal arbitrary Force, it was on this Day 
that the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God time- 
1y interpoſed in our extreme Danger, by gi- 
ving the Prince of Orange a ſafe Arrival in 
our Land, and rhaking all Oppoſition fall 
before him till he anne our King and 90 
vernor. 
Which of theſe two Deliverances was at 
moſt conſiderable is a doubtful Point to de- 
termine, it is certain that the Contrivers and 
Inſtruments of both Treaſons were from the 
fa me Quarter, that the Succeſs of either of 
i | them 
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them would have then the Deſtruct ion of 
theſe Nations, and that to the Providential 
Diſappointment of them is owing the Preſer- 
vation of our eſtabliſhed Church and legal 
Government. | 
To the former of theſe Mercies we are in- * 
debted that the reformed Religion was not 
entirely cruſhed and extinguiſhed, and the 
Proteſtant Name long ſince forgotten in theſe 
Realms, or remembred only. with a ſuperſti- 
tious Abhorrence ; to the latter that our Na+ 
tional Liberties, and thoſe of all Europe, eſca- 
ped the Chains and Fetters that were prepa- 
red for them. The noble Stand made in De- 
ſence of our Civil and Religious. Freedom by 
our Deliverer of ever glorious Memory, the 
Proſperity and Triumphs of our late victori- 
ous Sovereign, the happy Eſtabliſhment of 
his preſent Majeſty (whom God long pre- 
ſerve) upon the Bririſþ Throne, and the Hopes 
we have of tranſmitting theſe Bleſſings to our 
lateſt Poſterity, in. a Proteſtant and numerous 
Royal Family, are in Juſtice to be aſcribed 
to the Providential Interpoſals and repeated | 
Deliverances of this memorable Day. 
Having thus explained the firſt thing, to 
be ſpoken to, viz. What were the Miſchiefs 
preparing for us, and the Dangers where- 
Or ne”, "=, | with | 
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with we were encompaſſed, I come now t 
conſider, 240% For What Reaſons our Preſer-, 
vation 'and Eſcape muſt be acknowledged to. 
be the marvellous Work of God, and owing, 
to the Goodneſs of his Providence. 

It is indeed pl Suppoſition not at all unrea . 
ſonable, that God, who made the World, ex- 
erciſes : A Bnet Sovernment over it; for he | 


TIE 
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de are more than common ons, that 
our Preſervarion is to be aſcribed. wholly | to a 
watChful and kind Providence, by reaſon. of 
the Concealment and Secrecy of the former 
Conſpiracy, and the Force and Power of the 
latter. 

The eee Plot v Was F 
and Carried on with the utmoſt Precaution, 
and fo warily, as to be diſcerned by none, but 
that Being, to whom. all Hearts be Open, all 
Deſires known, and from whom no. Secrets 
are hid, It was the Power of God that work'd 
in thoſe Confpitators | Jearts a an, \ ynſcaſonable 
Fir of Compaſſion, Which broüg ar, to Light 
that dark OR and hidden SUR * Joh 
. N 


* 
* 
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And a8 this Tr eaſon had, Without the Eye 
of Providetice, been palt Anditig oat, ſo the 
other had, without the Arm of the Althig ty, 
been irre ible. For the Adverſe aries 0 our 
Sion were they: « 6 1, and her Enemies prof} perous, 
her. Gates were defenceleſs, and. her Perſecu- 
tors exalted to the higheſt Stations. Some 
within her Walls allowed only of the paſſive 
Expedient of Prayers and Tears to work up- 
on an unrelenting and inexorable Enemy; f 
and others, who thought that a legal Right 
implied a Liberty to defend that Right, were 
kept in awe by Roman Legions. Tn this. our 
extreme Danger God viſited and redeemed. bis” 
People, and by ſending a then welcome Deli- 
verer, filled our Hearts again with Joy and Glad- 
neſs, and put a Song of Thankſgroing into our 
Mouths, for his having turned, away our C Capri: 
24, and let us ſee our Deſire apon our Enemies. 
Such haye been our Obligations to the di: 
vine Providence for the Mercies of this Day, 
to its Knowledge for the former, to its Power 
for the latter, and to its Goodneſs for them 
both; but it is very obvious to reflect, that 
both we and our Fathers have either not un 
derftood this,.c or very little regarded it. For 
in lead of of Returns of Duty tor. the former 
Babes the Miſchief 1 in vain attempted 


En 
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by foreign Emiſſaries, was ſhortly. after 
to paſs hy domeſtick Conſpirators. 
That Government which eſcaped the Pow- 
der Plot, was overturned as effectually by 
pular Tumults and unnatural Rebellions. | 
And the Walls of our Sion, againſt which the 
Powers of Rome could not prevail, were in a 
ſhort time perfidiouſly undermined at Home, 
its Beauty was defaced, its Sanctuary pollu- | 
ted, and its Honour laid low in the Duſt. 
Inſtead of a Return of Duty for the latter 
Preſervation, how ſoon did ungrateful. Men 
fly in the Face of their Deliverer? His Cares, 
his Toils and Hazards, were either quickly 
forgotten or miſrepreſented; his Adminiſtra- 
tion was aſperſed, his Councils blackned, his 
Right · hand diſarmed, his Patience tired out, 
and his diſconſolate Heart brought down at 
length with Sorrow to the Grave. : 
And does the Hiſtory of our Ingratitude 
end here, or can we oa: lamenting its 
ſtill freſher Inſtances ? ? The Providential 
Acceſſion of that illuſtrious Family to the 
Throne, which we promiſed ourſelves woule 
be the compleating of our Settlement, ane 
the Stability of our Tae which was heretg- 
fore the admired Theme of our Panegyricks, 


7 Burthen of our i ang ad the Object 


5 2 


„ 


— 


 Hbuſe of Lords, Nov. 5. 1722. 15 
of all our Concern and Vigilance, inſtead of 
being acknowledged, as it ought, with an 
Increaſe of Piety to God, and Fidelity to his 
Vicegerent, -has been undermined by the 
fouleſt Treachery, and aſſaulted by the baſeſt 
Revilings, the moſt impudent and undeſer- 


ved Calumnies; has in ſo few Years already 


experienced the open Rebellion and repeated 
Conſpiracies of its Enemies, and what is more 


to be regretted, the Diſunion and Alienation 


Ihe wiſcſt of our Pitribis long ago tite- 


© ſawwhat the weakeſt amongſt us may have 


bee ſince taught by Experience, that a Po- 


piſh Sovereign is never to be truſted with | 
the Government of this Church and Nation. 
As well may the Sheep commit themſelves 


to the Protection of the Wolf, or the Fowls 


of the Air. make choice of the Hawk or Kite 
for their Defender. Ts it nor ſufficient that 


the Experiment has been twice unfortunately 
tried, and as many times convinced us of our 


Folly ? Have not our Fathers recorded in 


Letters of Blood the Infincerity of Popiſh Pro- 


. miſes, and how plentiful a Share of Fire and 


_ Faggots was allotted to thoſe who advanced 


their Perſecutor to the Throne, on an Aﬀu- 
rance given of making no Alteration in Religion ? 
Or 
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Or can we ourſelves forget what was once fo 

freſh. in our Memories, that Py who had 
been no Excluſioners, who profeſſed an unli- 
mited Submiſſion, and who even bore Armes 
in Defence of their Popiſh King, after all 
theſe Steps taken, for refuſing to take the laſt, 
and give up their Religion, were inſulted as 
the vileſt Rebels, had their Church of England 
Loyalty derided and made a Mock at, and 
Were doomed to feel the Weight of their Sques 
reigns Diſpleaſure, and but for this Day's for- 
gotten Deliverance, - had ſs it with, 2 Ven- 
geance 

If theſe Leſſons of - our own n Hiſtory and 
Experience be not 2 ſufficient Warning tous, 
let us be taught at leaſt by the Conduct of 
our. Adverſaries, Who are ſo much wiſer in 
their G eneration. | Let the Popiſh Nation be 
ſhewn us that permits a Proteſtant Prince to 
rule over them, or the Popiſh Sovereign that 
is a Defender of the Proteſtant Faith, or can 
be reſtrained by the moſt ſolemn Oaths from 
aiming at its Extirpation. The Demand 
would be too extravagant to: require an Ex- 
ample of a Popiſh Country in full Poſſeſſion 
of their Religion, and under the Government 
of a. gracious Prince of their own Perſuaſion, 
0 ee given to changer AS, to ex Mis 
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their Lives and Fortunes, and run all the 
Hazards of à treaſonable Conſpiracy, to 
make a Proteſtant Ruler Lord over them. 

But not to enlarge further in Complaints 
of this nature on a Day dedicated to and ſet 
apart for Praiſe and Thankſgiving; inſtead 
of dwelling | upon what have PL. the Fruits 
and Conſequences, I ſhall chuſe rather to 
obſerve, 34h, What ought. to be the proper 
Returns for ſuch Interpoſals of Proyidence; 
and I ſhall mention three only, which are 
theſe following, Its © 

Our having the Gratitude to acknowledge 
them, ___ | 

Our than 8 God for chem. And, 

Our endeavouring to deſerve them. 

'Should"a, profeſſed Papiſt aſſert neither of 
the Events of this Day to have been Deli- 
verances, but on the contrary, that our N a- 
tion would have been happier without them, 
hed ſpeak as became him, conſiſtently witli 
himſelf, and not at all out of Character. 
For Aci ing to his Teachers, Evil may be 
done that Good may come of it ; Faith thay be 
broken with” Hereticks, they may be extir- 
pated any manner of way, and to do ſo by 
them is meritorious. But for a Diſciple = - 
108 Church, who profeſſes to abhor ſuch 

| _— Principles, 
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Principles, and is ever ſo little acquainted 
With the Hiſtory of the foregoing Age, to 
be deluded to think that the former of theſe 
Was no Plot, or that in the latter Caſe our 
National Conſtitut ion was in no Danger, is 
ſuch an abſurd and implicit Credulity, as 
would much better become another Reli- 
gion; he would be very well qualified to 
belive Falſhoods of any Size, who. can bring 
himſelf to disbelieve Truths ſo well atteſted 
and notòrious. 

The Reafonablenels of returning Thanks 
to God for ſuch Preſervations, ariſes from 
the Conſideration that they are the Effects 
of his Providence. What in common Speech 
we call lucky. Accidents, as alſo. the Evils, 
which we term Miſchances, are all of den 
in Piopriety and Strictneſs to be defined Pro- 
vidential Diſpenſations. Man bas indeed 
the Faculties of Reaſon, and a due Meaſure 
of Bodily Strength given him for his Preſer- 
vation, but theſe, are of little Service to ac- 
count for Deliverances from Evils ſo con- 


- 5 > 


ing e ſuch, there is ; doubtleſs, a - Vs 
turn of Praiſe and Honour due to Almighty 
God for the fappy Preſervation, _ And 


a 
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And tho? to tell of; his Wonders with our Lips, 
and to employ our Mouths in ſhewing forth the 


Operations of his Hands, be a Duty that ought - 


not to be left undone, yet the moſt pleaſing 
and acceptable way of acknowledging ſuch 
Mercies is by our endeavouring to deſerve 
them, by ſtriving all of us in our different 
Ranks and Capacities to promote the Peace 
and Proſperity of that Government, and to 
do Honour to the Faith, and live up to the 
Precepts of that holy Religion which our 


gracious God has, on ſeveral Occaſions, ſa 


marvellouſſy preſerved to us. 


The Care of Providence employed fo of: 
ten and fo critically in our behalf, may per- 
haps give us the Vanity to imagine, that its 
miraculous Interpoſals are what we have a 
Right to by Preſcription, and that it will 
always be as ready to watch oyer and ſecure 
a Religion free from Indecency and Super- 
ſtition, and a Government without Tyranny 
or Servitude, to us and our Poſterity. But 
the grievous Inſtances of our Ingratitude, 
our ſpreading and barefac'd Infidelity, our 
almoſt univerſal Corruption, our needleſs, 


and yet incurable; Diviſions, the Virulence 


and deadly Poiſon of our Tongueswand: the. 


oo ins aa Diſregard to our moſt ſolemn. 
& 3: Oaths, 
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Oaths; ſhould convince us to oùr Sorrow, 
that there is no Scourge of Affliction, nor 
any Judgment in all the Stores of divine 

| Veiigeance that is greater than qur Crimes. 
Would we indeed ferioufly make it the 
| Buſineſs of our Lives to ſhew forth -by an- 
ſwerable Returns the Remembrance and 
grateful Senſe we have of ſuch divine Mer- 
cies as we this Day commemorate, we might 
then, without Preſumption, entertain a rea- 
ſonable Hope that the ſame good Providence 
Will always be propitious to us, will either 
not permit us to fall into ſuch Dangers for 
the Time to come, or if we ſhould be again 
| encompaſſed” with them, will be ready al- 

ways with the like marvellous Loving: Kind- 
neſs to make a way for us thar e de be 
g able to eſcape them. 

That the Councils of Rome ſhould be ever 
attempting to diſturb our Peace, and labour- 
ing to bring 'us back' again into Bondage, 
ought neither to be Matter of Surprize for 
Concern to us. The fiercer Aſſaulrs' we 
ſuſtain from that Quarter, the ſurer Teſti- 

mony.wWe have of the Wiſdom and Fidelity 
| of our Adminiſtration; that Our Prince is 
ſteady to che Intereſt of our Laws and Re- 
ligion, and his Counſellors firm 1 to the Pro- 
| teltant 


N >; 
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which was obtained by the Suffering IJ ind 
| Sauk of e our * Martyrs, amd has 
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teſtant Cauſe, and of an uoſhaken Integrity. 
The moſt renowned of our reforming Go - 


vernours have all along experienced the reſt- 
leſs: Attempts of theſe implacable Adverſa- 
Ties, have gained Glory by the Oppoſition 
and more firmly eſtabliſhed their Crowns 
by defeated Conſpiracies; and till Bebylor 


| : the Great be fallen, and the Mother of Abomie 


zations be no more, may the Sovereign that 
fits upon the Britiſb Throne, and the Nobles 
that ſurround it, be always honoured with 
ſuch Enmity. May there never be wanting 


in this illuſtrious Aſſembly an Integrity and 


Honour equal to their Rank and Dignity, 


a Contempt of Popiſh Superſtition, and an 
Abhorrence of its Tyranny, a Deteſtation 


of perfidious Traytors, and an undaunted 
and indefatigable Zeal in Defence of the 
beſt of Kings, the pureſt Religion, and the 


happieſt Government, 


And may the Exa mple and Influence of 
ſuch truly noble Patriots inſpire and animate 


every inferior Order and Degree amongſt us, 
to maintain inviolably and watch over with 
the utmoſt Vigilance that deareſt | Pledge 


and moſt valuable Legacy of our Anceſtors, 


0 


— b = 
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been preſerved at the Expence of ſo much 


Blood and Treafure of our on, and which, 
if we are not wanting to ourſelves, might 
be ſafe and happy under that Guardian and 
Defender of our Faith, whoſe Progenitors 


have been Champions of the Reformation 


Abroad, and who himſelf was the neareſt 
Allied to our Crown of all the Proteſtant 
Royal Family; whoſe Reign has been unex- 
ceptionably legal and indulgent, and whoſe 
numerous and hopeful Iſſue promiſe an En- 
tail of Bleſſings on theſe Realms for n 
ſucceeding Ages. 

We have indeed no * Boundation to 
build our Hopes upon; the Security of our 
Civil Freedom and Holy Religion is ſo inter- 
woven with that of the Settlement of our 


Government, their Intereſts are ſo inſepara- 


ble, that they muſt ſtand or fall together; 
and nothing can be more abſurd, than to 


- pretend to reconcile any true Concern for 


the former, with a Diſaffect ion to the latter. 
To be zealoufly affected in fo good a Cauſe 
as that of our eſtabliſhed Religion, is highly 


| bohourable and Praite-worthy ;: and may 


the Bleſſing of God always go along with 


ſuch Zeal, that it may abound more and more, 


and eyer be NT to Kyowleage , for then 
2 all 
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all who have a real Value for our Sion, and 
| fincerely wiſh the Peace of our Jeruſalem, as 
they agree in the End aimed at, the Preſer- 
vation of our Church, will concur likewiſe 
in the only Means of effecting it, and wall 
diſcern clearly that they can no way. ſo profi- 
tably ſerve the Cauſe they are engaged in, as 
by ſupplicating the Almighty with an undiſ- 
ſembled Loyalty, and from the bottom of 
their Hearts, to be our gracious Sovereign's 
Defender and Keeper, to hide him from the 
gathering together of the Froward, and the Inſur- 
rection of wicked Doers; to weaken the Hands, 
blaſt the Deſigns, and defeat the Enterpriſes 
of all his Enemies; that no ſecret Conſpira- 
cies nor open Violences may ſhorten his au- 
ſpicious Reign; and that there may never 
be wanting one of His Houſe to ſucceed him 
in the Government of theſe Kingdoms. 80 
we who have been, on ſo many Occaſions, 
God's favoured People, and as it were the 
choſen Sheep of his Paſture, being hurt by no 


Perſecutions, may for ever give him Thanks, 


and be always ſhewing forth his Praiſe from 
Generation to Generation. 


G rant this, we beſ, "BY thee moſt merciful Fu 


ther, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, our Media- i 
tor and Redeemer, Amen. 
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